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i The charge braughf ;an almost
“immediate denial from

(- Racial Equality.

Birdson told a news conference
i at least two riders arrested dur-
. ing efforts to desegregete Jack-|
1 s transportation  facilities  at-}
| tended a soviet-directed seminar
{in Cuba last Febuary.
; He said 202 American students
, made the trip to H
CPYiRGidHFesses by nine officlals!
,of Soviet Russia “to teach thel
i Students  how to
t walk-ins, kneel-ing
{

B

and Fre
; Rides."* :

3) Two Answer Questions
i The news conference was con-

Rides” were “directed, inspired
‘;' d planned by known Commu-jt:
| nists.”” .

a8 Newl
. York official of the Congress off

Jithe
avana and( .

make sit-ing,

'

ducted at the highway patrol
ilhead-quarters here by Birdaonq-‘
iafter a brief statement on one ;.
“rider's background was handed:

sesxion in'non-violetics and in the:
bachnioue sitting in or freett
ﬂ;a&'hefd." l:l‘ ‘

“‘The patrol chief did not disclose’
the source of his Information, ¢
said his investigators had worklﬁg

~fwith police agencies in 14 othurgj
dsta

Communist party unless her!
attorney- was present, ]
aid, and -she-declined to .say,
hether . ta ‘
‘known cemmunist. . .on grounds.
hat ‘the FBI might intimidate

The Communist, Birdsong said,}
vas under survefllance by the‘K
FBI and his name was being’
tpected.

@ sald Miss Pleune told of
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'ta newsmen. Birdsong ‘and Art'g
. Richardson, patrol lic infor-*.
-\, mation officer, . answerad !

.1questions in Birdsong's namae,

Birdsong told newsmen the Cone

|ponsible for the freedom rides (
jand was a Communist- {ront )
group. :

Earlier this week, Gordon Carey [’
of New York, fleld director of
CORE, - told ' newsmen here h’ .
planned the rides in February.

Birdsong saild other Freedpni ]
. Riders had records of auto theft:].
burglary, grand larceny and and
desirable dischn\'ges from mili- i}
tary service. He did not identifyj/
those riders. y
- Some, he sald, were “commu:l]
nist backed, pawns in the hands’
"|of Communist powers that be,”” A

Birdsong, a retired Mississippl
National GuarcL. officey

years :go. the two rid
who had aftended the Hav

Katherine Pleuns, 31-year-ok§
white mimeograph operator fron

Chicago, arrested on breach ¢f):
peace charges when she arrvivi
s a Freedom Rider June 17,
And James Robert Wahls:
4-year-old University of ¥

bin student from. Madisor, )
frrested with a groyp 1 £
June 6. . . ..

" gress of Racial Equgﬁr was ress {if:

founder of the highway patrol % Y V

A Wi
dﬁ % Amerlcan of
.

a .
in
‘r‘::fm have heen sof
fcan states such as ll'! -
hich has :lystemaﬂcally-~
zens of color
‘cenetitutional rights,”

reilled Birdsong's state:
near campalgn,
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